










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Rowever, as tbis thesis has shown, the genesis and systematic function of the filioque in 

Barth highlights the need to pay much closer attention to the question ofhow one 

appropriately "reads back," and by what criteria, from the economic to the immanent 

Trinit y without transgressing the analogicallimits that Barth wanted to maintain. Barth 

insisted that evangelical dogmatics must not "invent freely" an appropriation of the 

triunity of God in treating the economy, but that all trinitarian appropriations of the 

immanent Trinit y must be "taken literally or materially or both from Roly Scripture.,,15 

The question is: did Barth take liberties in inventing a bit too freely his own trinitarian 

appropriations in bis doctrines of creation and reconciliation, as outlined in the chapters 

above? It is not as ifBarth's reading of the economy is fanciful or completely 

disconnected from Scripture, but it might be questioned how literally or materially it has 

arisen from Scripture. This remains a problem that is unresolved, not only in Barth but in 

Western theology as a who le. It is also why ongoing attention both to Barth and to the 

filioque debate will continue to stand near the heart of debates concerning trinitarian 

theology in years to come. 

15 CD 111,374. 
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