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Chapter 2 

IDe la Marc \Vas to become an authority on traditional childrcn's literature. Examples 

of his wide knowledge include his notes to Come Hi/her (1923, 1928) and his IIltrodllction ta 

AlIlmal Stones (1939). As well, he is acknowledgcd Illllnerous times as a source in the Oxford 

Dn/umary of Nursery Rhymes editcd by Jona and Peter Opic. De la Mare aiso wrote critically 

about the major Victorian children's \Vriters, for instance, a book revicw of Stevcnson's 

lcttcrs, an essa)' on Christina Rossetti, anrl a discussion of both Lear and Carroll in an essay 

on 1 �C�\�\�Ï�~� Carroll. 

21 hi" �I�~� in contrast to the adult pilgrim who �1�1�1�1�1�~�t� undcrgo the wirehes' tcmptation of 

an ca,y \\,1)' hOlllc 111 "The Pilgrim." 

4 ln e,lIly cditlO!1<; (1902,1916) the �~�y�n�c�(�)�p�c� �i�~� not u'\cd. �"�w�h�i�~�p�e�n�n�g�"� appcaring in full. 

''l'hl' technique \\ iIl be devclopcd mo!>t effcctlvcly in "The Li �"�l�e�n�e�r�~�"� (1912) whcre the 

dct,lIIed �d�e�~�e�n�p�t�i�(�)�n� of \\hat is not donc cerily becomc\ the actinty of the �~�l�1�p�e�r�n�a�r�u�r�a�l�.� 

I!Scvcral enlies, nolably Madamc Bonnerot. have commcl'lcd on the Platonic 

clement.; 111 "Shadow." She obscrvcs:" dans sa �\�'�I�~�i�o�n� d'un autre monde ideal, étcrnal et 

\ �1�~�l�b�l�c�,� dont le nôtre �n�'�e�~�t� qu'une imparfaite �r�e�p�r�é�~�e�n�t�a�t�i�o�n� parce qu'il le monde d'aprè<; la 

c!Jute �\�a�n�~� doute--a\'cc cette ombre, toujours présente, qUI n'e\l autre que la morl.(p.114) 1 

bclIeve "Shadow" j" not trul)' Platolllc because de la Marc uItimatcIy assume" a speculative, 

intcrrogall\c .,tance, Intcnt on exploring the universe as he .,ee<; it, here he el11ploys Platonic 

language Illuch the same \\"1)' elsewhere in Poemj he appropria tes modes of Renaissance 

htera1ure and clement!> 01 lolk and fairy literature in Scmgj of Oll/dhoad 

�7�T�h�i�~� is an cxamplc of de la Mare's �p�~�y�c�h�o�l�o�g�i�c�a�l� and cducational intcrest in childrcn 

which would culminate thirty years later in �l�~�'�a�r�l�y� Olle MOrl/mg (1935), a cntÏcal anthology of 
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writings about children where he would calI out for more cnlightcned edllcalional mcthods in 

British schools. 

Chapter 3 

lIn Behold, this Dreamer! (1939), de la Mare WIll lI!>e p~ychological terms to dcscribc 

dreams as inlcts to the unconscious, which Îs Ilot per~onal. but collective. Ile describcs the 

unconscÎolls in the following way: 

It is a convenient but animating tenn for the re~ervOlr of dl.\lr vitae from 
which, throughout the working day and at c\cry momcnt of dream. 1'; belllg 
drawn up into consciousness, even thC'ugh it ma)' scrve Il:.. purpose 
unperceivcd, the imagery of recognitIOn, recollcction and re-creation The 
slIbmergcd portion of an iceberg is the comnlOnc\1 I11ctaphor for 11; but Ihal 
of an archipclago of hllmanity whose myriad i:..land peal,. .. ,lI e ('onnccled lllHlcr 
the sca may be nearcr thc mark. Intuition in part depend' on it, rC\OllfCC\; 

and pas! calculating, the faclIlty or poise or. rather. statc of the mind WhlCh 
we cali the Imagination .... What--in any original cnterpri .. e of Illllld or ~pinl-­
can man achieve, indeed, unmded by the rcviving \\atcr .. of Ihl' 1I1lpluIl1bable 
weIl? A wclllappcd in darkness--and l'very Illetaphor i~ (111)' .! Illakc~hlft--into 
which we can peer only with the aid of a feeble taper. intro'ipcctioll (1-;::\-84 
note) 

2Por di~cllssions of thi~ rcmarkable cffeet ~ce Klrkh.11l1 117. Wright 130, and Gwynn 

and Condee item 26. 

3Alicia Ostriker rcfers tn "Mbs '1'" al-> a nllr~cry rhyme III VillOn and Ver.\c 1Il William 

Blaf...e 31. 

4As LeVay attcmpts in his analy~is in The /·;>..pl!ca/or. 

Chapter 4 

ITwenty poems which appcared in Morley hall prevlOusly bccn published in a limited 



( 

172 

cdition called The SUllkell Garll' \1917) ("Bibliographical Appendix" CP 891). 

2
11Sam's Thrce Wishes" in Story and Rhyme re-works the fairy tale staple in a gently 

humorous and ironie fashion, the subtitle, "Life's Little Whirligig" using a child's toy to image 

a kind of eternai life. "The Double" and "The Little Creature" from DOIVIl-Adowll-Derry 

return to the figure of a little girl dancing by herself. The flrst is a hght-hcarted, rollicking 

rcndltion of the othef-~elf ide,1 furmerly bleakly prescntcd in "MyscIf" (1906) combined with 

the ceIcbratory dance of "1 he Btlckle" (1902). The second is a COll tort ion of thi'5 type of 

poem, a<; a \\itch\ l'hile! seel11~ compellcd to perform a ritualistic dance. The beat of her 

whirling, convulsee! action i~ effcctl\'cly set by the gratillg opelllng: ''l'wlllkull1, t\\ankul11, 

twirlul11 and 1\\ltch. / lvh grcat gr,llldam--She \Vas a witch." 

'AI Ihe ..,a1l1C Illne, de la Mare is dcfining childhke in hi\ criticI\l11. In "Rupert 

Ihooke .md the InlcllccllI,tl Imaglll.llion" (1919) 17Sl he \\ill ll~e ..,ol11e ()f Molley'.., 

characten<;tlc\ to de~cnbl' the \ i<;ionary 1l11aginatloll \\-l1lch prO\ ide\ an intliltive and Illducti\ e 

underl,tandlllg of hIc fdlher than ,\ logical. deductive OHe . 

.JDe la tvlare\ delhc,\ted \\ ar-\\ork i<; \\ell-documented by Sir Stephen Tallent, in "1\ 

MClJIory of 1917-18" III Tnhllle: 10 Waller cie: la Mare: on lm 5evt'l/ty-flflll lhrtlulay 86-90 

5Conlral,t thi, rcalil,tlc atl1tude ln \Var \Vith the naÎ\ e, ~cl1timental one of "Keep 

1 nl1llcency" III 1'0('11/.\ (/f)()(j) 

6Murry n4. 111,lke.., a '1llIilar cOlllment, ~eelllg the "lIIccs<;allt and conflicling interpl,\)" 

bet\\'een the ideal and the real a~ bcing de 1,1 Mal e'~ 111,1111 IIllerc..,t. 

7Richard Snlllh 107 (hl,cll~<;el, de la Marl"~ appropllation of Platonic tenllS in MOlley 

and The Vt!lI, beiIe\'ing Ile II, Ilot a platol1lst but a~ \\Ith allu<;iam ta iItcr,lr)' works takes 

whalc\'er hc fimh llscflll a<; a vclllcle 01 expressiun. Bonnerot 257, 409 bciIe\'cs that \\hen the 

lislcllcr achleves this stalc of cr'lasy. he rccaptures a viSIOn of the unlallell world and thereby 
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regains unit y by retrieving his tolal humanity. 

SDc la Mare loved the lasl stanza of "Fare Well, Il and it bccame a molto exprcssing his 

philosophy to many of his admircrl>: 

Look thy la!>t on ail things lovcly, 
Evcr~ hour. T ct \10 night 
Scal thy scn~c in deathly slumber 

TIll to dclight 
'1 hou have paid thy ulmost bbsing; 
Sincc thal all things thou wouldst prai'ie 
Beauty look from thme who lo\'cd them 

In othcr days (CP 218) 

IOIIcrc. :1' .. in "1 Mel al h'c" and "Nod," pn·viou<.,ly dl\Cll',ed. the ro<.,l' LOlollr buth 

mtl!ealc<., time Ilt da~ and l' ,l pun on the l10wcr \\Imh :-.ymbllli/c\ the lr,IIl\leIHT ot hic 

Il KIrkhalll 1 lof 1 cnJaI k, that thc '-peaker!>' attitudc,- re~clllbk th,lt 01 \ outh tn (lld ,I~e 

in "Age" in !'o('/IJ\ (1')(}6), 

I=KII"halll I~-I. thlllk' hl~hJ~ (lI' tlm !'(lcm, h\' cOl1tra~t I\lllllll'rllt 1 L' IUIl" It p,llntllJ 

10 read becall\c it i~ '-0 PO()[ • 

l'B~ the 11111 having thc \Ign of the rb1l1g ... un and bC1l1g caIkd thc WOlld'~ J'nd, dl' la 

M,If(: \1\ly and \cIl rdlc>.i\'c1;. nxa\!\ thc Inn Ile depktcd \Il 1l('IlIY Hruc/..cll (l')()-I) 120, 11\ the 

Ch,lplcr \l1:-,plred b)' !'t/gnm',\ !'rogre.I,1. Accordmgly. it po ... \e .... c~ ,Iltribull'\ (lf holh edrtll .Ind 

ctcrlllly 

14'1111" tcrril()r) l'aille 10 bl' con..,idcled dl' la Marc'., 0\\ Il "pclÎal .IrC,1 i\ lypl<:,t1 

commcnt i~ the p"ycholol'lCal inll:lpretation hy J.B. l'ne~llcy. "Therc i" a de 1.1 MMe \\mld , 

unlike ail) body c1\e'~. It e>'l"ls chiefly in thc IWIIighl reglo!l\ bel\\ccn the COIl,>cioll\ mimi (lf 

our t1me ,ml! the grcal decp of the collective 1IIlCO!1<.,uou ...... " TrthlllC /0 Waller de /a Alare 01/ 

hlS Sevel/ty-Flfth !Jtrllu/a,l' Il l~. 
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15Elizabeth Schneider il1terprets God to be dying in her explication of "Maerchen, n 

itcm 29. 

16111 his introduction to his anlhology of folk and fairy talcs, Animal Stones (1939) 

XXVll. de la Mare will later rcfer 10 IIMacrchen" as "nursery talcs," which usually lead to a 

\crap of worIdly \\'i~dom, a minute Ic~~()n. l'ven to a moral," as in "The Three Little Pigs." 

Charter 5 

IThe IIlctaphor of the ill\\ard lire tll COl1\e\' the power of innocence recalls a ~illlilar 

IIl1a~e al the cnnc\lIWlll of "The <. :hildrell of St,m:" !>oem,\ (t006) whcre the children'~ "tin)' 

hrl'~" arc "Blow Il \0 a COI e ot ardollr / III the ,1\\ fui bre.lth of (;od" (Cf> (3) bllt !>trippcd of a 

relJ!!IOll" context Wlllle pre\J()u~l! Il ~Ignifil'd the force and ongin of thclr purit)'. no\\' it 

t'drIll''' the ROIll,llltIC a~~()Ci,ltll)n (lI CledtJ\e <.1\ Il.t1ll1~1l1 J\~ in "Noolt and Nighl Flower" from 

1 he Li\((,I/('T,I, the lI~U,ll a ... "o<.iallon ot dCtl\lty \\ Ith outer Iife 1\ in\"crted to "lIggest the \'itaht) 

(\f the inller, crcatl\e li/l', a~ thl' girl\ Ihoughh "ttrcam" Ihrough "cndul11tcd woods." The 

IIl1\ard direclion of the girl' .. g,lfe \\ III reappear III Ml!l1lory as the "illward cyr," a significant 

Illlage in the latn P()c(l~, 

.:: J)e 1,1 rVI,lfe bcIie\'c" tha! completc comlllunication bct\\ ccn loved oltes 15 pmsible 

Illlh in <Ih~ollltl' .. i kllce \\ hen ,1 'IJln t li ,Il COlllmUlllcation conlt! OCCl1r, "Silence" (CP 131). 

:;Ol' Vm'" \)\), ~tate" !hat the ('nlour bIlle i~ ,1~"()Clalcd \\ ith circles. and both foiglllfy 

calm perfection. 

4WIlIiall! \Vor,I\\\or!h. "1 Wandl'rcd Loncly a~ a Cloud," 4:21. Dc la Marc bclicvc~ \\c 

cnter our 1Illcollscioll\ by the "inward cyc," WhOfoC relation to the phYf,lcal cyl' hl' c;..prc~\cd 

allalllg()ll~ly b, comparing thc eHeet of lll110nlight 10 that of ~lllllight. 11<; power depcnds on 

the per~on'~ a\\'arenef,f, of mner cxpcricllce, but jmt a\ with external sight. it i~ fllrmcd bv the 

l 
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perceiver's impression of the play of light on an object. Unlike the outer eye, however, it 

neither tires nor ages but will continue to produce a c1ear image. Althollgh it can be cali cd 

upon again, the perceiver's gaze can only rClllain foclIsed for a few instants, Behold, 11us 

Drea'/ler 80, 51, 53 notes. De la Marc would latcr calI thi!> inward gaze the inlet to "the httle 

nowhcre of the mind" Nursery Rhymes for Ccr/am Tunes 10; Ru!.~ell Brain, 'l'ca ~vllh Walter dt' 

la Mare 15. 

sPreviomly in I~'arly One MOrll/llg (I935), de la Marc tell" an anecdote \\ hich ob\ 10l1',1~ 

formcd the basis of "Dry Augu"t Burncd " 

SOI11C y('ar~ ago a l'hlll! of ~ih \\.1" pl.l\IlI~ 111 the h.ltchcn 01 ,1 countrv cott.lgc, 
III which ~hc \\'.I~ ~pcndlll~ her "li III III l'r 11l1I1d,l\.... \\ hl'n .1 "hot h,lfe \\ :l', 
brought III out 01 the heat of the h,lnc\l field .... At "I~ht 01 It "he broh.c 11110 .t 
pa<.,slImate fit of \\eeping, .llld l1()thlll~ \\(Hlld l'Ol1ll0ft her 'J he hran h.l\ 11l~ 
luIlel! .It 1.1~t. the he.ld bec.lllle .llIIH', .llId .It lI(JOII, ... he "Idkd up tu 11er 
lIlother \\·lth the half-whi"pcrl'd J L'qUC~t. 'MIIIllIllIl'. pk.t"'l' JJl.I~ 1 go and "'Cl' 

the hare ~h.ll1JH:d')'" (216) 
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Chapter 6 

IThcsc terms arc Michael Kirkham's, 128, 129. 

2"Sheep" in The Burlllllg-Glass rcfcrs to Blake's "douhle \'i~i()n" \"here '\vith Illy 1Jlward 

I:\'e, 'Ii~ an old Man grey, / Wllh Illy out\\ard, a Thi~tle acro ... s Illy \\a\," "Lettr;-," Fc\pham, 

No\' ~2, 1802, j>oeIU(// lVorks 306; 27-30, and gl\'c, a reecnt c>.ample III the spcaker's IIfe 

\\hich 'IMrkcd thc a\<"llcÎatlOll. Sp~lIlg, from a bu ... \\ll1dO\\ .1 mollonll".., flock of ~heep, the 

'pl'.lkL'r 'CC\ thcm a.., \h.lpc" of ~t()ne. Ill' cOI11menh OH the pruce ... , III thc flllall\\o ..,tall/a,,: 

Thc milld--thal old l1lole--has it~ hidden c.lrtll\\orks 
BI.tke's grcybcard into a 111l<;tlc turned. 

And, 111 hl" c/lIldhllod, floekl/lg ange!, 
In ~lIn-\\ lit! foliage glcarncd and bUrIlcd 

lIIu"'llllJ\ 't'ct--,I\ Ill~ 'bu ... lurched llll\\,lrd, 
Bee, h trcc,>, l'ark-Iand and \\ oodlalld gOlle. 

1 t \\ a, not ... heep 111 m)' Il1cnlOry IJIlgerct! 
But, \lr,lI1gdy 1I1d\\ elling, tho"c ,1Jape" oJ 'lone (Cl' -IS.3) 

'Dc \,\ M,lre, Come lIaher 5g-l; Ion.! and Peter ()plL'. "InllOdllcllOn" ïïle (hJord 

nU//OI/(l1) ()J NUTlay Rhyl11t's 12; L11/,lbclh Sc\\cll. 'Ihe Fu'/d oJ Nol/.\(,//\(, 67 

.J BllllllL'rnt 211 note" the SIIBil,lrIt: 01 themL' III the t\\ () jlOCIll\ 

'Ill /J'('ho/d. 111/.1 f)rcamer 56 67 W,dler de la M,IH' c.dh tlll'" tral1'llIOI1,1I ~late bcl\\L:L:11 

appcar 10 h.t\L' pwfolilld ~lgIlllIc,lIIce tu lhl' perCel\l'f, Bec.lll\e the pcr",ol1 I~ (lllb III .l 'laIe 

flBUJlIlCfO! 351 makcs a ~ill1i1dr pOllll about the carly pOCI11 "A Song of Ellchantment," 

'italing lhal the ~ll1ger lISC~ arch,IÎ'I1l\ 10 ~carch for thc Loo.,( Timc he callilot rctncvc. 
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71 disagrec with Donnerot 143 who bclicvcs this i:, dcflllitcIy a scxual affair, the 

"moment's peace" referring to the time immediately afler lo"c-making 

BAn carly prescntation of God in this manncr appear<; 111 the n.l\\'ed "The lIour-Glass" 

in The Veil (1921) which 18 spokcn by a repr('~cntatlve man tn (ioll 

Chapter 7 

IA~ Rlch,lrd de la Marc cxplain ... in the hlhlll)~ldphll'.d .!pJll'lIdIX tll tlll' ('Oll/p/I'/c 

!'oem.\, r ~9~, note :'9, a ~ome\\hat ,}wrler \l'I'IOII (lI f11(' flll\'('lIt" .Ippl'alcd .It thl' l'Ild (lI 

the Amcnc.lI1 elhtioll 01 nu' HUrlllIZg-<i!l/\\. "hile .1 lI1odtlll'd. lullel \l'r"ltlll .Ippe.lrcd 011 1t ... 

O\\n in Engl,lIId III 19-16. 

or the colleetl\ e uncomcillll"', P 56 

lrohn Kl',lh. "Ode ln ,1 Nlghlll1g.dl''' fl .:; 

1 
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Appendix: Walter de la Mare Criticism 

The following bibliography is restricted to criticism about Walter de la Mare. 

Several excellent bibliographies about his own writings already exist, and are specified 

in Luce Bonnerot's L'Oeuvre de Walter de la Mare. Une Aventure Spirituelle. Paris: 

Didier, 1969, p. 474, the most comprehensive one still being Leonard Clark's Walter de 

la Mare. A Checklist Prepared on the Occasion of an Exhibition of his Books and MSS 

at the National Book League, London: Cambridge UP, 1956. Specifically, my list 

modifies and amplifies Bonnerot's bibliography of writings :lb out de la Marc on pages 

501-17 of her dissertation. It is a modification because the listings concern only 

writings about, or substantially about, de la Mare's poetry. It is an amplification 

because not only have 1 located a [air amount of criticism beyond the range of her 

bibhography which cncompas~es 1916-1967, but 1 have also discovered other items 

written within this period that she iailed to mention. This list includes the criticism 

which 1 consllited as weIl as that cited in the course of research [or the present stndy. 

For these reasons, thcre is a slight overlap with the preceding "Works Cited." For easy 

use, the items arc arranged in chronological order. At the beginning, 1 incJude 

separate bibliographies of Walter de la Mare's writings. At the end, 1 incJude a brief 

note about bIOgraphie al schlJbrship on de la Mare. 
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Ta date, no lJIographical study of Walter de la Marc has been published, 

although Mrs. Terc~a Whistler, the former wife of Rex Whistler the altist and de la 

Marc's clmc fflend, was working on a manuscript several years ago. Nor, to date, 

have hi~ Icllcrs bccn collcctcd and edited. Thcrc are two large repositories: the 

Bodlcian Llbrary. Oxford, and the New York Public Library. In the laller, therc are 

..,ornc lcttcr\ III the Manuscript room, but the bulk is in the Berg CollectIOn. Thcre is 

al\o \ome cl1rrc"'pondcncc in the il.B.C. archives. 


