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writings about children where he would call out for more enlightened educational methods in

¢ 3

British schools.

Chapter 3

In Behold, this Dreamer! (1939), de la Mare will use psychological terms to describe
dreams as inlets to the unconscious, which is not personal, but collective, lle describes the

unconscious in the following way:

It is a convenient but animating term for the reservorr of elr vitae from
which, throughout the working day and at every moment of dream, 15 bemg
drawn up into consciousness, cven thcugh it may serve s purpose
unperceived, the imagery of recognition, recollection and re-creation  ‘The
submerged portion of an iceberg is the commonest metaphor for 1t; but that
of an archipelago of humanity whose myriad island peaks are connected under
the seca may be nearer the mark. Intuition in part depends on its resources;
and past calculating, the faculty or poise or, rather, state of the mind which
we call the Imagination.... What—-in any original enterprise of mind or spirit--
can man achicve, indeed, unaided by the reviving waters of (lus unplumbable
well? - A well lapped in darkness--and every metaphor is only a makeshift-—-into
which we can peer only with the aid of a fecble taper, introspection  (83-84
note)

“For discussions of this remarkable cffect sce Kirkham 117, Wright 130, and Gwynn

and Condec item 26.

3Alicia Ostriker refers to "Miss 'T” as a nursery rhyme in Viston and Verse n William

Blake 31.

*As LeVay attempts in his analysis in The Isaplicator. |

Chapter 4

"Twenty poems which appeared in Motley had previously been published in a limited

LX)
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edition called The Sunken Gara = (1917) ("Bibliographical Appendix” CP 891).

2"Sam's Three Wishes” in Story and Rhyme re-works the fairy tale staple in a gently
humorous and ironic fashion, the subtitle, "Life’s Little Whirligig” using a child’s toy to image
a kind of ecternai life. "The Double” and "The Little Creature” from Down-Adown-Derry
return to the figure of a little girl dancing by herself. The first is a hght-hearted, rollicking
rendition of the other-self idea formerly bleakly presented in "Mysel{” (1906) combined with
the celebratory dance of "The Buckle” (1902). The second is a contortion of this type of
poem, as a witch's child seems compelled to perform a ritualistic dance. The beat of her
whirling, convulsed action is cffectively set by the grating opemmng: “I'wmkum, twankum,

twirlum and twitch, / My great grandam--She was a witch.”

AL the same time, de la Mare is defining childike in his criticm.  In "Rupert
Brooke and the Intellectual Imagmation” (1919) 179 he will use some of Motley's
characteristics to desertbe the visionary imagination which provides an intuttive and inductive

understanding of Iife rather than a logical, deductive one.

‘De la Mare's dedicated war-work is well-documented by Sir Stephen Tallents in "A

Memory of 1917-18" m Tribute to Walter de la Mare on hus Seventy-fifth Birthday 86-90

SContrast this realistie attitude to war with the naive, sentimental one of "Keep

Innocency” in Poems (1906)

SMurry 134, makes a amilar comment, scemg the “incessant and conflicting interplay”

between the ideal and the real as being de la Mare's maim mterest.

7Richard Snuth 107 discusses de la Mare’s appropnation of Platonic terms in Motley
and The Ved, behieving he s not a platomist but as with allusions to Iiterary works tikes
whatever he finds useful as a velucle of expression. Bonnerot 257, 409 believes that when the

listener achieves this state of ecstasy, he recaptures a vision of the untallen world and thereby
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regains unity by retrieving his total humanity.

8De la Mare loved the last stanza of "Fare Well,” and it bccame a motto expressing his
philosophy to many of his admirers:
Look thy last on all things lovely,
Every hour. T et no night
Seal thy sense in deathly slumber
Till to delight
‘Thou have paid thy utmost blessing;
Since that all things thou wouldst praise

Beauty took from those who loved them
In other days (CP 218)

T'or mstance, see "1Two Deep Clear Eyes” (1941, CP422) and "Love” (1951, (' 529)

0FTere, as in "I Met at Fve” and "Nod,” previously discussed, the rose colour both

mdicates time of day and s a pun on the flower which symbolizes the transience of hife

DKirkham 4 remarks that the speakers’ attitudes resemble that of youth to old age

in "Age” in Poems (1906),

ERukbam 1240 thinks hughly of this poem, by contrast Bonnerot 113 finds 1t pamtul

to read because it is <o poor.

By the mn having the sgn of the rismg sun and bemg called the World's nd, de la
Mare shily and self refleaively recalls the fnn he depicted i Hemy Brocken (1904) 120, 1 the
chapter inspired by Prdgrun’s Progress.  Accordingly, it possesses attributes of both carth and

ctermty

Yhis territory came to be considered de la Mare’s own spedal area A typical
) I \

comment is the psychological interpretation by J.B. Prnestley, "There is a de la Mare world,

unlike anybody clse’s. Tt eatsts chiefly in the twilight regrons between the conscious mind of

"

our time and the great deep of the collective unconscious...” Trnbute to Walter de la Mare on

hus Seventy-Iifth Birthday p 18.
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I3Elizabeth Schneider interprets God to be dying in her explication of "Maerchen,”

item 29.

16In his introduction to his anthology of folk and fairy tales, Animal Stories (1939)
xxvii, de la Mare will later refer to "Maerchen” as "nursery tales,” which usuaily lead to a

“scrap of worldly wisdom, a minute lesson, even to a moral,” as in "The Three Little Pigs.”

Chapter 5

YThe metaphor of the inward fire to comvev the power of innocence recalls a similar
mage at the concluaon of “The Children of Stare” Poems (1906) where the children’s "tiny
fires” are "Blown 1o a core ot ardour / By the awful breath of God” (CP 63) but stripped of a
rehgious context - While previoushy at signified the force and origin of therr purity, now it
carnes the Romantie association of creatnve dynamism — As in "Noon and Night Flower” from
Lhe Listeners, the usual assodiation of activaty with outer life 1s inverted to suggest the vitality
of the inner, creative life, as the girl's thoughts "dream” through "enchanted woods.” The
mward direction of the girl’s gaze will reappear m Memory as the "inward eye,” a significant

umage in the later poctiy,

=De la Mare believes that complete communication between loved ones 1s possible

onlv in absolute silence when a spiritual communication could occur, "Silence” (CP 131).

“De Vres, 99, states that the colour blue is assoctated with circles, and both sigmfy

calm perfection.

*William Wordsworth, 'l Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” 4:21. De la Mare believes we
enter our unconscious by the "inward eve,” whose relation to the physical eye e expressed
analogously by comparing the clfect of moonlight to that of sunlight. Its power depends on

the person’s awareness of inner experience, but just as with external sight, it is formed by the
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perceiver's impression of the play of light on an object. Unlike the outer eye, however, it
neither tires nor ages but will continue to produce a clear image. Although it can be called
upon again, the perceiver's gaze can only remain focused for a few instants, Behold, This
Dreamer 80, 51, 53 notes. De la Marc would later call this inward gaze the inlet to "the hittle
nowhere of the mind” Nursery Rhymes for Certain Tumes 10; Russell Brain, Tea with Walter de

la Mare 15.

Previously in Farly One Morming (1935), de la Mare tells an anccdote which obvioush

formed the basis of "Dry August Bumed ”

Some years ago a child of six was plaving in the hitchen of a country cottage,
m which she was spending her summer holdavs, when a shot hare was
brought mout of the heat of the harvest ficlds. At sight of 1t she broke mto a
passionate fit of weeping, and nothing would comlort her "1 he heart having
lulled at last, the head becanie active, and at noon, she sidled up to her
mother with the half-whispered request, "'Mummie, please may 1 go and see
the hare shinned?” (216)
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Chapter 6

I'These terms are Michael Kirkham's, 128, 129.

2"Sheep” in The Burming-Glass refers to Blake's "double vision” where "with my mnward
Lve, ‘tis an old Man grey, / With my outward, a Thistle across my way " "Letter,” FFelpham,
Nov 22, 1802, Poencal Works 306; 27-30, and gives a recent example m the speaker’s hife
which sparked the association. Spying from a bus window 4 motionless flock of sheep, the
speaher sees them as shapes of stone. e comments on the process in the fmal two stanzas:
The mind--that old mole--has its hidden carthworks:
Blake's grevbeard into a thistle turned,
And, n lus childhood, flocking angels
In sun-wild foliage gleamed and burned
Mustons  Yet—as niy ‘bus lurched onvard,
Becedh trees, park-land and woodland gone,

It was not sheep o my memory hingered
But, strangely mdwelling, those shapes of stone (CP 483)

Do la Mare, Come Huher 384 Tona and Peter Opie, "Inttoduction” The Ozrvford

Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes 12; Lhzabeth Sewell, The Field of Nonsense 67

“Bonmnerot 211 notes the similarity of theme in the two poems

“In Behold., 1hs Dreamer 36 67 Walter de la Mare calls this transttonal state between

” " M .
wahimg and sleep "sentience,” believing it v capable of producing vivid visual mmages which
appear to have profound sigmificance to the percener. Because the person s onlv 1 a state
of partially suspended conscrousness, he or she is thereby aware of exactly what the "mward

eye” n focusing on.

”

*Bonnerot 351 mahes a similar pomt about the carly poem "A Song of Enchantment,

stating that the smger uses archaisms to scarch for the Lost Time he cannot retrieve.
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I disagree with Bonnerot 143 who belicves this is definitely a sexual affair, the

A Y Y O

¥ "moment’s peace” referring to the time immediately after love-making

[Py

8An early presentation of God in this manner appears n the flawed "The Hour-Glass”

in The Veil (1921) which 1s spoken by a representative man to God

Chapter 7

'As Richard de la Mare eaplains in the bibhographical appendin o the Complete
Poems, p 898, note 39, a somewhat shorter verston ol Jhe Traveller appeared at the end of
the Amenican edition of The Burmng-Glass. while a modified. tuller verston appeared on s

own in England m 1946.

“For example, one conversation begans with poece and fime but becomes o discusston

of the collectne unconscious, p 56

*lohn Keats, "Ode to a Nightingale” 6 5
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Appendix: Walter de la Mare Criticism

The following bibliography is restricted to criticism about Walter de la Mare.
Several excellent bibliographies about his own writings already exist, and are specified
in Luce Bonnerot's L'Oeuvre de Walter de la Mare. Une Aventure Spirituelle. Paris:
Didier, 1969, p. 474, the most comprehensive one still being Leonard Clark's Walfer de
la Mare. A Checklist Prepared on the Occasion of an Exhibition of his Books and MSS
at the National Book League, London: Cambridge UP, 1956. Specifically, my list
modifics and amplifies Bonnerot's bibliography of writings about de la Mare on pages
501-17 of her dissertation. It is a modification because the listings concern only
writings about, or substantially about, de la Mare’s poetry. It is an amplification
because not only have I located a fair amount of criticism beyond the range of her
bibliography which encompasses 1916-1967, but I have also discovered other items
written within this period that she failed to mention. This list includes the criticism
which I consulted as well as that cited in the course of research for the present study.
For these reasons, there is a slight overlap with the preceding "Works Cited.” For casy
usc, the items arc arranged in chronological order. At the beginning, I include
separate bibliographics of Walter dc la Mare'’s writings. At the end, I include a brief

note about biographical scholarship on de la Mare.
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To date, no biographical study of Walter de la Mare has been published,
although Mrs. Tercsa Whistler, the former wife of Rex Whistler the aitist and de la
Mare's close friend, was working on a manuscript several years ago. Nor, to date,
have his letters been collected and edited. There are two large repositories: the
Bodleian Library. Oxford, and the New York Public Library. In the latter, there are
some letters m the Manuscript room, but the bulk is in the Berg Collection.  There is

also some correspondence in the B.B.C. archives.
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