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This was followed, due to isostatic rebound, by a period of aggradation
during which the gut was filled with alluvium. At least in the south,
the valley was filled to about 50 feet above the present river level.
Renewed downcutting eroded the valley to its present floor, during which
time the lowest terraces throughout the valley were either cut or resur-
rected.

Significant post-lacustrine events outside the valley proper
include collapse due to melting of remaining ice and development of

aeolian features.

Given the Saskatoon Lowland and other major features of the
preglacial or pre-Condiean landscape, morphology related to the South
Saskatchewan River in the Outlook-Saskatoon region is basically a product
of the complex relationships between fluvial activity, glacial and lacus-
trine history, and surficial materials. Other factors, however, are also
essential and the valley cannot, reasonably, be interpreted without ref-
erence to them, not just becagse of local modification but also because
they are integral elements in the overall development of the valley.
These include, notably, isostatic rebound, subsidence, slumping and wind
action. Indirect or negative factors include the largely exotic nature
of the river with its external climatic controls and, conversely, the
dryness of the local region.

The close, multiple interrelations of factors, as such, mark
the need for inclusive regional analysis in the interpretation of specific
valley morphology, processes and history. In addition, it may be noted
that comprehensive field study is important, in either specific or

theoretical valley interpretation, to minimize the possibility of missed
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factors; to avoid some of the possible subjectivity of isolated, well
chosen, and hence sometimes more questionable examples; to provide the
stronger verification of broader coherence; and to discover or help en-
sure the examination of features other than those generally recognized
or specifically predetermined. At the same time, the danger of mis-
interpretation of correlations due to complexity is recognized.

It may also be noted that, largely due to glaciation, the
region exposes in close proximity a great range of materials in a div-
ersity of circumstances and spatial arrangements and, at the same time,
has experienced radical environmental changes including variations in
baselevels, differential uplift and numerous changes of drainage lines.
As a result, a wide variety of features and relationships are conveniently
associated for examination and comparison and for verification of con-
clusions under different conditions. Although the complexity resulting
from glaciation has tended to make analysis difficult, it is in part
balanced by the uniform discharge of the river through the region and
the minor nature of tributaries and gullies.

Lastly, it may be stressed that acceptable interpretation of
the morphology involves both historical analysis and present process
relationships. As such, the study is consistent with the present theor-
etical trend toward a combination of the two approaches (e.g. Chorley,

1962; and Howard, 1965).
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